
Covid Relief for Kolkata, India – May 2021

At the beginning of year 2020, a virus few had ever heard of completely transformed the face 
of the world almost overnight. Till date (25th May 2021), 3,491,327 people (and fast counting) 
across the world have succumbed to the deadly virus. However, even in these adverse times,
it’s vital to keep hope alive in our hearts and remember that a far bigger number of people 
recovered from this deadly disease. For updated data about Covid statistics, click here.

Covid in India

At the time of writing this report, India is the second worst hit country in the world (after USA) 
and predicted to soon surpass the USA in infection rate and fatality. 

India managed to combat
the first wave of Covid
efficiently. By February
2021, the infection rate was
down, the demand for
ventilators was being met
and it was largely hoped
that the country would be
spared a second wave
altogether. 

However, by April 2021, the



second wave had hit India, and hit it hard. Infection rates and deaths reached staggering 
heights overnight, making India the epicenter of the pandemic. Hospitals soon started 
buckling under immense pressure, and oxygen, medication and hospital treatment fell 
disastrously short of demand. Images and videos of makeshift crematoriums for mass 
corpses went viral on the media, making India a global concern. 

The exact reason for the outbreak reaching these disastrous proportions remains in debate. A
lot of blame and criticism have been thrown about, a lot of fingers pointed. But the fact 
remains that a whole country is literally gasping for breath.

Prameya Foundation, Kolkata, India

Health workers across the country have been putting their own lives at stake and working 
endless hours for months. Alongside, numerous NGOs and volunteer groups have come 
forward to help those in need. One such non-profit NGO is Prameya Foundation, based in 
Kolkata, India. 

This group of young professionals from various sectors have been working towards 
environmental conservation and rural development since 2016. At the moment, they have 
poured out all their resources and manpower towards saving the lives of those affected by 
Covid. 

Website: https://www.prameyafoundation.org/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/prameyafoundation

How Prameya Foundation is Helping

They have set up Oxyzones across the city of Kolkata, manned by health workers and 
volunteers. These are makeshift hospitals providing free oxygen, medication and treatment to
those affected by this disease, and especially those experiencing severe breathing difficulties.
The Oxyzones are equipped with oxygen cylinders, masks, medicines, and all necessary 
equipments. With hospital beds in severe short supply and treatments out of the financial 
reach for many, the Oxyzones are playing a huge role in saving lives. These Oxyzones are 
100% funded by donations from all over the world. Here is a newspaper article about the 
Oxyzones in one of the leading dailies in Kolkata. 



How Children Are Angels From Heaven helped

What many of us don’t know is that it’s not easy to help! One needs to jump through several 
bureaucratic hoops and regulations in order for aid to reach the right people in India, and this 
is especially true for foreign aid. However, whoever knows Raymond O’Brien also knows that 
he wouldn’t stop at anything to help others. 

To cut a long story short, he managed to send a very generous donation of $500 to Prameya 
Foundation to help them carry on their good work. This amount (minus PayPal fees), 
converted to 33,425.15 Indian Rupees.



How The Funds Were Used

As soon as the funds reached Prameya Foundation, they put it to use purchasing medication, 
masks and other necessities for the Oxyzones. 





Here is a letter of thanks from Prameya Foundation:

Pictures from Oxyzones

Here are some pictures where you can see the Oxyzones, some of the staff and the people 
being treated. 








